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IR WILLIAM SEGAR, Knight, Garteb 
Principal Kixg-at-Aems, during the reign of 
James the First, is well known as the author of 
a valuable work entitled Cff Honour ^ Military 
cmd Civil ; treating of Jurisdiction Military , 
Knighihoodf Combats, and Precedency;^ and 
also of Baronagium Gcfiedlogicum — ^a manuscript collection which 
formed the basis of Edmonson^s work which bears the same title. He 
was of Dutch extraction, and his origin is supposed to have been low. 
He was bred a scrivener, and held a subordinate situation under Sir 
Thomas Heneage, Vice-Chamberlain to Queen Elizabeth. The of- 
fice of Garter King-at-Arms, was bestowed upon him early in the reign 
of James the First ; and in this capacity he was frequently employed 
by that Monarch. Whilst Portcullis, he attended the splendid Festival 
of St George, held at Utrecht in 1586 ; and his account of it was af- 
terwards published by Stow. In 1608, he was sent with the Garter to 



1 Dedicated to Queen Elinbeih, and printed at London in 160S. 
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Christian the Fourth, King of Denmark ; and in 1612, King James 
made him the bearer of the Insignia of the same Order to Maurice, 
Prince of Orange. He received the honour of Knighthood on the fifth 
of November, 1616. Soon after this period he incurred the royal dis- 
pleasure, in consequence of having incautiously given the Arms of 
Arragon, with a Canton of the Arms of Brabant, to Greorge Brandon, 
the public executioner of London, for the trifling sum of twenty-two 
shillings. He was delivered into the custody of the Marshalsea, but 
after undergoing a short imprisonment, it was ascertained that he had 
been deceived by a Herald of the name of Brookesmouth, who had 
drawn Arms for Brandon not dissimilar to those of Arragon, expressly 
for the purpose of imposing upon the easy credulity of Segar. He was 
accordingly liberated upon a pedtion from the College of Arms ; ^^ and, 
in the most honourable manner, restored to all the privilq;e8 of his 
situation.^^ 

S^ar was twice married ; first into the family of Sir Somers of 

Kent, Knight; and afterwards to a daughter of Robert Browne of 
Evington, in Herefordshire, Grent. He died on the 3d of December, 
1683, leaving a numerous issue. As a distinguished Member of the 
College of Arms, it may be worth mentioning, that he bore, first and 
fourth. Azure, a Cross-moline Argent, for Segar; and second and 
third, a Chevron, between three Mullets Azure, for Crakenthorp,— the 
surname of his mother'^s fiunily, who must have been an heiress. 

1 Noble's History of the College of Arms, P. 931. 
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Among his other Heraldic Manuscripts, Segar left a short Account of 
the Original Institutions of the Princelt Orders of Collars, 
dedicated to his patron James the First This Work, which has not 
hitherto been published, and from which the present impression has 
been printed, now belongs to the Library of the Faculty of Advocates 
at Edinbargh. It is written upon yellum, and is in the highest state of 
preservation. The volume must have been formerly in the posses- 
sion of Sir James Balfour, Lord Lyon King^t-Arms, in the reign of 
Charles the First ; as it bears the following autograph of that eminent 
Herald : — Ex Libris Ja: Balfourii -Kynardijs, Mil: Baroneti 
Leonis Ar: Regis. The Work was probably executed soon after James 
the First ascended the Throne of England. 

The historical notices which accompany the emblazonings of the dif- 
ferent Collars, although short, are curious. The only Order of which 
Segar does not assign the origin, is that of the Thistle. The following 
account of it is extracted from a Charter of King James the Second, en- 
tered in the seventy-first Book of the Register of the Great Seal, by 
which that Monarch, on the S9th of May, 1687, restored the Order to 
the state in which it had flourished till the time of the rebellion against 
his great grandmother, Queen Mary : — 

^^ Quum serenissimus decessor noster, Scotorum Rex, Achaius, Or- 
dinem Cardui, ex summo prindpe et duodecem equitibus fratribus con- 
stantem, ad Salvatoris et Apostolorum suorum numerum alludens, sub 
protectione Andreae Sootiss patroni instituisset, in memoriam insignis 
victorie ejusd: Achaij adversus Athelstanum, Saxonum regem, post 



VIII 

prelium cruentum ubidam pugnaretur, in ocelis efiulsit crux alba decus- 
sata, ad formam iUius quae Sancti Andrete Martyrio est sacra, quo 
fausto portento animati Scoti hostes in fiigain dedere.^ 

Nothing can be more beautiful than the colouring and emblasonings 
of the Collars by Segar. They have been minutely copied for the 
present impression by Mr Lixars, who, with his usual ingenuity, has 
succeeded in producing an eflect nearly equal to the originals. 
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Co tfie ifWo^t l&tfifi, 

^Prince ^ame0. fig flie (ffrace 

of (ffoD. IBitng of (ffreat 

*r(ttam, iTrance, anli 

3£reIanD, Befmior of tfte JTattfi, 
anil f^oberain of tiie jDflo^t Jtolile 

firtner of tjbe barter. 



fUm ejrcellent ifWaiestte* 

Ztl'SiJ^^ finished my Annales of the 
Knightis of the Most Noble Order of 
the Garter from the begyning of 
King OEtitoatD 33131. tyme, vntill the 
later ende of Queen Elizabeth's 
raigne, of famous memory ; And the last yeare pre- 
sented your Maiestie with aU the materiaU chapters, 
conteyned in the Black, and Slew Bookis of the Order, 
a woork not vnnecessary ; I thought good this yeare 
to remember vnto you, as briefly as I could, the ori- 
ginaU institucons of the Princely Orders of Collers, 
which, as I doubt not they are suificiently knowne 
vnto your Maiestie alredye, yett, being exprest in 



their cuUors with their mottetis, I hope it shall be 
taken in very good part: And so, beseeching Al- 
mighty God to bless your Maiestie with many happy 
dayes and yeares in all royall prosperity, I most hum-» 
bly abide, 

Your Maiestie's most faithfuU Seruant, 



HBKillm. I^egar. (Smarter. 



D^jQaiRS:) tSe C&itb having had and 

obteyned many triiunphant victoryes, 

against the Frenchmen and others, 

in remnneracon of the valiant ende- 

vors of his Nobles and Cheifteyns in 

those exploytis, instituted the S^btt of t^t ^atttt^ 

An®. Dili. 1349, and ordeyned S* George the patron 

thereof. 

The invention is reported of the falling of a garter 
from a lady, which the King in dancing with her 
caught vp, and wore it about his legg for a favor ; 
whervpon some suspicion was concieued, and he^ to 
shewe his inocency, vowed to make yt the most ho- 
nourable Garter that ever was wome ; the which hee 
did by making it an Order, and adding this motto, 
)Dan$ !B!oU qui mal p petusr. The number of Knightis 
were xxvi, with the Souerain ; the place of celebra- 
con, Windsore Castle ; the tyme, S* George's feast. 
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The habit, a surcoat, and whood of crimsin vellet ; 
the vpper robe of purple vellety with a garter, and 
scuehion of S* George on the left sholder. 

At the first the Knightis wore only a George of 
gold, at a small chajme without inrichement of jewellis; 
but feing ll)mtp ®3I3f* adorned the Order with a Col- 
ler of Roses and Knottis, and a George pendant in* 
riched. 



a@aD^9f ftutnameb 311 ^rtbr, 
JS3I* ^tle o£ ^avof > begun this 
S)ttirc of tgt anundiuon, in me- 
mory of 9ma&t0> fic0t ^tle of ^* 
nopj whoe had valerously defended 
the Isle of Eodes against the Turkes. 

It was celebrated in the Church of the Castle of 
Pietra, in the Diocess of Belleis, Ano. Dni. 1409. The 
Coller apperteyning to this Order is made of plates 
of gold, on which are graven theis foure letters, JT. 
IS. IR. C which signifieth theis words, JFortitubO dntf 
lEobum ttnuit. And at the said Coller hangeth a 
tablet, wherin is figured the Angell's Salutacion of 
the Virgin Mary. 

Euery Ejiight of this Order at the reading of the 
Creed, and of die Gospell, tume their faces towardis 
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the Alter, and drawing of their swordis, they advance 
them over their heads, in token they wil be defen- 
douris thereof, which custome they took from the 
Enightis of Bodes and Malta. 



i^%^Wt tfuntamrb te IBon, SDube 

of IBucSUnbp, instituted the S>tbtt 

Of tfie ^ol&tn jneere, and dedicated 

it to Saint James, Anno Diii. 14S9. 

It was in imitaa)n of the SDtbtC Of 

ttit ^tivUtt and the Statutes thereof are not muche 

vnlike. The number of the Knightis were at first 

XXV, whereof the Dukes of Burgundy were foreuer to 

be Soveraines. 

Their habit was scarlet doath fiirred, and wore 
aboute their neckis Uie picture of a golden sheep, fixed 
to a diayne of gold, with this woord, 3lt S^tiinttinbttiS* 
Camlud, jtumameb Ipuenai:, t^t ioztiiU lOuU 
of XutffUntlp, was the first that adorned this Order 
with the great Coller, composed of fucills and flintis, 
lincked together with flames yssuing, and his motto, 
ante ftrtt quam fiamma mftet, which gave occasion 
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to Benat, Duke of Lorein, to jest at the device in 
a Banner, vpon the death of the said Charles, who 
was slayn at Nancy ; the weather being exstream cold, 
and the earth covered with snowe ; " Alas ! poor vn- 
fortimate Prince (quoth hee) when hee had most need 
to warme hym, he had no tyme to strike fire.'* 

Cj^atltSt t^t jrift^t) vpon the intercourse con- 
firmed between England and Burgundye, altred the 
word to ]^etittm non nilt laliovum> having alusion 
to the riche trade of Englishe wools, which hee called 
his Golden Fleece. 

But the Spanyardis now say, their Golden Fleece 
comes from the Indyes, and the Golden Fleece is 
turned into Golden Fleetis, meaning their shiping 
laden with gold, and golden comodityes. 
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IKing of JTtatut, instituted the Dc> 
Utt at ®t 90itUi^U Anno Dm, 1469, 
and dedicated yt to the honour of 
that Saint. 

The nomber of the Knightis of that Society were 
XXXVI, being the noblest Peers of that Bealm^ taid 
suche as were without reproche ; the King ordeyning 
himselfe, and his successors forever, to be Soverains 
of that Order. 

Their Habit was cLoath of sylver, bordred aboute 
with knottis, and escallops of gold. Their Coller was 
goldsmythry of the same, and of the value of 200 
crownes, at which was pendant the effigie of St Mi- 
chaell, subduing the Dragon ; made in opposition of 
the Dtbtv of %t ^WCfft, for a victory obteyned by 
the Frenche against the Englishe, vpon the bridge of 
Orleans, with this motto, JntrnPtlSi tttmot iDtttOlt 



iWlfi 



tlE'^f, 



^0^1 



^U^^^ 

,&-l-^^- 



11 

The Frenche writers ascribe this victory to an ap- 
parition of St Michaell in the conflict ; others to the 
sorcery of one Joan La Fucill, an enchantress ; whoe 
was afterward burned at Boan by the English, sur la 
marchevieux. In theis later tymes, the nomber of 
this Order so muche increased, as it abated the repu- 
taeon and glory thereof 
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ttting of JTrance and Ipolanb, institu- 
ted this Dc&ec of t&r l^lp ^ftoau 

I An" Domini, 1578, and in the V yeare 
of his raigne. 

It was called the a>i^ei; Of tge ^aitit &flit, for 
that it was celebrated in the time of Penticost, when 
(as they saye) yt pleased (Jod, by the inspiration of 
the Holy Ghost, to vnite the hartis of the Polishe no- 
bility to make hym their King. 

The number of Knightis in the said Order are one 
hundred, besydes the Soverain, whoe alwayes is the 
King. In which niunber are comprehended foure 
Cardinallis, five Prelates, the Chancellor, Provost, 
Thresorier, M' of the Ceremonyes, and the Scribe, or 
Kegister, all which are called Commanders, The nom- 
ber is neuer to be augmented, nor diminished ; nor 
no stranger to be admitted of the Order. 
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The Coller belonging to this Order is made and 
composed of characters and fieur de liz^ with flames 
yssning like cloven tongues ; and a Cross pendant at 
the Coller, with the Holy Ghost descending like a 
dove therein. 

Their mantle, or vpper robe, is of murryveUet, em. 
broidered round about with the woork of the Coller, 
and their kirtle, or vnder garment, of orenge cuUor 
satten. They wear also a mantlet of green cloath of 
siluer, covering but their shoulders, bordred with like 
charecters. 

This Order was made and ordeyned that none but 
Princes and others of the Holy League, being natu- 
raU Frenchmen, shold weare yt. 

The motto of this Order I am not certeynly in- 
formed of, but as I have heard the woordes to be 

theis, Contottiia tetf patttae tmsntnt 
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1^31$ ^Utt anb IDetrfte of m Cbte* 

t(e ot IBurt, I have often seen both 

printed in bookes, and painted in 

tables, yet could neuer learae the 

originall cause therof. 

The Tablett affixed to the Chayne is enameled 

asuie, a Saltoir argent, and sometyme the effigie of 

St Andrew holding the Cross ; the motto, iStmo me 

The motto I have redd in Paulus Jovius thus ap- 
plyed ; Frandscus Sforza, Duke of Milan, having by 
force taken the possession of that state, as right of 
inheritance by his wife Madona Bianca, of the iamily 
of the Viscontis, and by that means quieted that busi- 
nes ; gaue for his Impreas a greyhound sitting, with 
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this motto, jduittum xmna imfant lamfjtet ; infer- 
ring, that hee gaue no ofEsnce to any person, but was 
redy to ofiend, and defend hyniself against those that 
shold any wayes molest him. 
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